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UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities criticizes Hong Kong Government for inadequate measures for mentally ill and elderly

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the Committee) held its hearing on Hong Kong and China in Geneva from 17-28 September 2012 and SoCO submitted a shadow report with Hong Kong Human Rights Commission
. The committee released its concluding observations on 27 September 2012. 

The committee has highlighted the following: 

1. Right to health (art. 25)

“The Committee is troubled by the fact that the demand for public medical services is higher than the supply.”
 It suggests that the HKSAR allocate more human and financial resources to the public medical services.

SoCO has for many years criticized the government for not adequately dealing with problems like long waiting time and poor services quality.  The amount of government expenditure on public medical sector still fails to meet the pressing demand of public medical services.

With inadequate funds and resources provided, it gives rise to degrading medical services quality and patients could not receive appropriate medical treatment from doctors in public hospitals.
Also, at present the number of mentally ill people in Hong Kong is estimated at over 150,000, with 40,000 diagnosed with schizophrenia.  Of those, 20,000 are considered medium to high-risk patients.  On the other hand, there are only 4,000 psychiatric beds in public hospitals attended by slightly more than 280 psychiatrists. 
With a staggering doctor-patient ratio of 1:535, the average consultation time of five to seven minutes per patient is far below the international standard of 15 to 30 minutes per session.  Under this condition, it is hard for mental outpatients to receive proper medical care to prevent relapses.  The acute shortage of social workers has also led to severely inadequate number of home visits.
The government is urged to allocate more government expenditure on public medical sector.
2. Work and employment (art. 27)

Regarding employment of people with disabilities the committee has stated: 

“The Committee is concerned about the high unemployment rate of persons with disabilities in the HKSAR and that their average salary ranks well below that of persons without disabilities.”
 The Committee has recommended that the HKSAR introduce affirmative actions to promote the employment of persons with disabilities 

  According to the most recent official statistics,
 the unemployment rate of Persons with Mental Illness (PMI) was 14.2% in 2000, which was much higher than the overall figure 2.9% at that time.    The median income of PMI in 2000 was HK$ 8,000, while it was HK$ 11,113 for the general public.
  
Even though the governmental departments have tried to employ persons with disabilities, both the scope and depth of the vocational services are far from sufficient.  The wage level of employed persons with disabilities is so low that their average monthly wage is HK$2,000 only, which is even lower than the social security provided by CSSA Scheme.  It has reduced the job satisfaction of the disabled.
SoCO is of the view that the government should take overseas experience to establish quota system for public and private organizations to employ a definite percentage of people with disability.  In so doing, the chance of PMI getting jobs will be greater, thus fostering PMI to re-integrate into the society.  In order to provide more employment opportunities for people with disabilities (PWD), it is advised that the government should employ more PWDs and also encouraged other employers to do the same.  At the same time, the Labour Department should offer more employment services to PWDs which include vocational assessment, individual counselling, job matching and referral.  In addition, adequate wage subsidy should be provided to employers to encourage them to hire PWDs.  
3. Right to live independently and live in the community (art. 19)

Regarding sub-rented residential homes the committee has stated: 

“The Committee is concerned about the shortage on sub-rented residential homes. It is also worried about the lack of premises for District Support Centres, whose aim is the strengthening of the ability of persons with disabilities to live at home in their own community and be integrated into society.”
 The Committee suggests that the state party allocate more resources in order to set up more sub-rented mainstream residential homes. It has recommended that the District Support Centres receive the necessary funds and premises in order to enable persons with disabilities to live in the community.
Recently, the Hong Kong government has a large financial reserve of HK$ 6,600 hundred million (US$ 846 hundred million).  Yet, the Financial Budget 2012/13 has taken inapt responsibility upon social welfare of the elderly
.  With an aging population, the government has raised only 3,600 subsided places over the past 5 years and planned to increase merely 2,600 in the coming 4 years.  At the same time, there are 28,760 elderly people waiting for subsidized places (till 31 July 2012) and the waiting time for care and attention home is 22 months and subsidized nursing homes is 38 months (i.e. more than 3 years).  In 2010, there were more than 27,000 elderly people on the waiting list and 4,794 of them died during the waiting period.  The later number has increased by 5.6% when compared with the number in 2009 meaning that 13 elderly people died during the waiting period on average
.  The worrying number shows that the government has been ignoring the need of elderly people irresponsibly.

To rectify this problem, the HKSARG should allocate more funds and resources in establishing elderly residential care homes and increasing the provision of subsidized places.  Only by doing so could the social welfare of the elderly be guaranteed.
� The reports can be found on the following website: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/Session8.aspx


� Paragraph 27 in Concluding Observations by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 


� Ibid, para. 77-78. 


� HKSARG Census and Statistics Department (2008) 


Special Topics Report No. 48 Persons with disabilities and chronic diseases


� HYPERLINK "http://www.statistics.gov.hk/pub/B11301482008XXXXB0100.pdf" �http://www.statistics.gov.hk/pub/B11301482008XXXXB0100.pdf�


� HKSARG, Census and Statistics Department (2001) 


Special Topic Report No. 28: Persons with disabilities and chronic diseases


� HYPERLINK "http://www.statistics.gov.hk/pub/B11301282001XXXXB0100.pdf" �http://www.statistics.gov.hk/pub/B11301282001XXXXB0100.pdf�


� Ibid, para. 69-70. 


� Society for Community Organization: Press release: Response to Financial Budget 2012/13


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soco.org.hk/publication/press_release/central/2012/pr_2012_2_1.doc" �http://www.soco.org.hk/publication/press_release/central/2012/pr_2012_2_1.doc� 


� Society for Community Organization: Press release: Elderly couples


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soco.org.hk/publication/press_release/elderly/pr_2012_2_7.doc" �http://www.soco.org.hk/publication/press_release/elderly/pr_2012_2_7.doc� 
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