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We would like to draw your attention to the children living in poverty, new immigrant children from Mainland China, ethnic minorities and asylum seeker in Hong Kong.  We organize these disadvantaged children to fight for children rights.

1. No child policy or any mechanism to implement the Convention since it was applicable to Hong Kong in 1994.  The general principles of non-discrimination, the best interests of the child, right to survival and development as well as participation of the Convention are not adopted in the policy formulation of the Hong Kong SAR Government.  

Recommendation: The Hong Kong SAR Government should establish an independent monitoring body on the rights of the child and pursuing an integrated and holistic approach to the adoption of legislation on the rights of the child.
2. Right to adequate standard of living -Poverty - The gap between the rich and the poor is getting larger in Hong Kong. More people are suffering from unemployment and low income, yet at the same time, the CSSA is reduced.  At present, Hong Kong has 1,303,700 children below 18, and 373,400
 of them are living under poverty. Children hit the highest poverty rate (28.6%)
 in Hong Kong. It was found that children have no enough food and resources for development.
  Some young children even need to pick up cardboards to sell in the streets in order to earn a living. It is evident that development opportunities for poor children are getting fewer and fewer.  
Right to Social Security and adequate standard of living  - 155,700
 children are recipients of Social Security.  The Hong Kong SAR Government reduced social security benefits in 1999 and 2003.  The amount granted by welfare benefits is far below the poverty line. Worse still, the criteria of application for CSSA
 is changed from one-year residence to seven years residence in 2004.  Although children are waived, their carers cannot access to CSSA. It hindered the carer to take care of the children as the carer not only has no resources to help the children but also to share to use children’s CSSA.  

Recommendation: The Hong Kong SAR Government should abolish the 7 years residence requirement for the criteria of application for CSSA.

The Hong Kong SAR Government should withdraw CSSA reduction and add special allowances such as eyeglasses allowance; dental allowance and social activities allowance etc. 

The Hong Kong SAR Government should provide subsidy to the poor children.

3. Lack of Equal Education Opportunities for children living in poverty - It was found that the poor children could not access to technological knowledge and modern teaching methods, as they cannot afford them financially.  Poor children lack of resources to catch up with the school curriculum and participate in extra-curriculum activities.  

Recommendation: The Hong Kong SAR Government should provide resources to the poor children to protect their rights to equal education opportunity. 

4. Right to Housing - There are about 23,000
 children living in inadequate housing. The average living space is 1 square metre. It was found that the small living area has a negative impact on the studies as well as the psychological and physical growth of children.
 5000 applications with children for public housing are frozen for 7 years as they failed to meet the allocation requirement of half of family members with 7 years residence.
Recommendation: The Hong Kong SAR Government should carry out affirmative actions in the allocation of public housing by handling in priority applications of applicants with children and abolish the 7 years residence requirement for the criteria of application of public housing.

5. Anti-racial discrimination law excludes new immigrant children - The Hong Kong SAR Government proposed law against racial discrimination that discrimination against new immigrants from Mainland China basis on their origin will not be considered as a form of racial discrimination.

Recommendation: The Hong Kong SAR Government should consider discrimination against new immigrant as a form of racial discrimination under the future anti-racial discrimination law in order to protect the right to non-discrimination of the new immigrant children from the Mainland China.

6. Right to Family Reunion - There are still approximately 100,000 split families comprising of parents and their children separated between Mainland China and Hong Kong as a result of erroneous policy. 
After the change of sovereignty, the mainland children of Hong Kong permanent residents should enjoy right of abode in Hong Kong according to Basic Law.  However, the Hong Kong government took away the right of those children who were born before one of their parents became Hong Kong permanent residents by reinterpreting of Basic Law.  

Recommendation: The Hong Kong SAR Government to reduce the waiting time for the purpose of family reunion.  A quota should be allocated to children whose right of abode was taken away by the reinterpretation of the Basic law in June of 1999.  The SAR and mainland government should set up a joint coordinating body to monitor the policy. 
The Hong Kong SAR Government should recognize the right to education of the child migrants and offer school placements for children pending decisions on their appeals to stay in Hong Kong. 

7. Refugee and illegal immigrant children  - There is no refugee law in Hong Kong and asylum seeker’s children are denied to education and welfare. Only the UNHCR looks after their welfare need after their identity is verified.

Recommendation: The Hong Kong Government should formulate a policy for the asylum seekers’ children including emergency welfare support and education pending the consideration of the UNHCR for their claim and request the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1997 Protocol extend to its territorial jurisdiction.

8. The right to education and own culture of the ethnic minority children is deprived – The Hong Kong SAR Government did not provide resources to support the ethnic minority to integrate to Chinese Medium Schools and access to own culture.

Recommendation: The Hong Kong SAR Government should provide resources to support the ethnic minorities children in integrating them into the mainstream schools and to learn Chinese.

� Figure from the Hong Kong Census and Statistics Department, 2005, poverty line is the half of the Household monthly median income, for 3 persons, is HK$7451.6, 4 persons, is HK$9,935.5, 2004. 


� Figure for children under 18, from the Hong Kong Census and Statistics Department, 2005


� “Survey on the living of poor children”, 2001, and “ Survey on the living of CSSA children”, 2004, Society for Community Organization


� Figure from the Social Welfare Department, 2004


� Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) is mean-tested


� Figure from Hong Kong Census and Statistics Department, 2003


� “Survey on the living of cubicle children”, 2003, Society for Community Organization
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