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Results of Survey:         A survey was conducted by the Society for Community Organization for the period September 2002 and April 2003. 63 children with age varying from 4 to 18 are randomly selected for group discussions, questionnaires and case studies in old urban areas such as Sham Shui Po, To Kwa Wan, Tai Kok Tsui and Kwun Tong.  Their living conditions and family backgrounds in cubicles, bedspace apartments, cocklofts and flats, as well as the implications to their studies, mental and physical growth and social life are concerned.
Among these 63 children, the youngest is 4 while the oldest is 18. More than half of them (55.5%) are between the age of 6 and 11 (Table 2). All of them are under education with 85.7% in primary schools (Table 3). 42.9% of them live in cubicles, 3.2% in bedspace apartments, 15.9% in cocklofts and 38.1% in flats (Table 13). The living area of over 90% (92.1%) of children’s family does not exceed 100 square feet (Table 14), taking an average of only 22 square feet per person and even 10 square feet for the smallest (Table 22), which falls far below the standard of 70 square feet stipulated by the Housing Authority. Over 60% of the families have shared kitchen and washroom, with a maximum of 40 people (Table 20). More than 80% of the children have been living in such environment for over 1 year, some even exceeds 10 years while nearly half of them (44.5%) for 1 to 2 years (Table 23).

These children generally come from poor families whose median family income is $7,000, approximately 2 times lower than the median family income all over Hong Kong of $18,705. 52.4% of them rely on comprehensive social security assistance (CSSA), 38.1% are considered as low-income families and 6.3% are low-income families who need government assistances. 3.2% of them have no income at all and are living on their own savings (Table 24 and 28).

It is found that the small living area has a severe impact on the studies as well as the mental and physical growth of children. 61.9% told that they have no space but stay in their beds to complete their homework. 42.9% can play only in their beds and 54% even have to take their meals in their beds. The environment is too crowded that about 70% (68.3%) of children under survey have to share a bed with their family members. We even found daughters sharing their beds with their father and sons with their mother (Table 44). This affects not only the children’s mood of study, but also their physical growth and mental health. (Table 37, 39 and 41)

According to the survey, the personal security and privacy of children are interfered owing to the overcrowded environment. Children sleeping with their family members hardly sleep well (68.3%) or even infected diseases by their families (12.2%) (Table 45). When they are depressed, 71.2% of the children indicated that they fail to find a quiet place to calm themselves down or cry aloud to express their feelings (Table 48). Nearly half of them (44.4%) have nowhere to store their personal belongings (Table 60). About 40% (38.1%) have no telephone at home and 10% (14.3%) cannot contact their classmates or friends through telephone. For those who have telephone at home, they do encounter quite a number of problems because in sharing the apartment with others, they fear that there might be eavesdroppers around (63.6%) or they are not permitted to speak long under queues (59.1%) (Table 59). Regarding their living conditions, children under survey give an average rating of 4 over a maximum of 10. They believed that the place is too crowded; some even found it disgusting (Table 66 and 67). They are also worried of the safety problem, among which 69% fear that public security will be bothered by drug addicts. Some concern of assaults by neighbors or anybody else (57.1%), robbery (54.1%), sexual molestation (38.1%), or sexual violation in stairways (31.0%) (Table 55).

The poor living condition leads to the reluctance of nearly 70% (68.3%) of children to stay at home, who consider their home too crowded (76.7%), too hot (48%) and even unsafe (18.6%) (Table 52 and 53). They often go to libraries (37.2%) and parks (46.5%) as well as cybercafes or wander around the street (Table 54), resulting in the risks of making bad friends or developing bad habits. Although they do not like their living environment, nearly 70% (66.7%) still stay at home most of the time. This reveals the fact that they seldom benefit from community facilities and that their social life is limited. This is due to their financial hardship and the failure of community facilities to cater for their needs, in which case further assessment should be carried out.

The crowded living condition also has a bad impact on the social life and self-image of children. Nearly 60% (58.7%) of them do not invite their classmates or friends home owing to the overcrowded environment (83.8%), for fear of neighborhood complaints (27%), self-embarrassment (16.2%) or disliked by others (13.5%) (Table 36).

Impact:
Children are the pillars of our society. According to the “United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child” and psychological analysis, it is the needs and rights of children to develop self-esteem, to have the opportunity to study, to be safe and to have adequate living condition in order to pursuit for a healthy mental and physical growth. Such survey indicates, however, that inadequate living environments such as cubicles and bedspace apartments badly impact the children’s growth, as summarized below:

1. Impact on skeletal growth and healthiness: Lacking the space to stretch out in small rooms and confining all activities like studying, eating and playing to beds will lead to a poor skeletal growth of children. The overcrowding cubicles even provokes sanitary and safety problems, as well as spreads out infectious diseases.

2. Impact on mental and psychological growth: locked in small rooms, being stressed out, lacked for a sense of safety and absence of normal childhood life will in the long run devalue the self-image and induces mental frustrations of children.

3. Impact on social life: Collective social life helps in the integration of children to the society and the proper development of mental and physical growth. Nevertheless children in old areas got no chance to meet new friends and participate in community activities but simply wander around the street due to their deprived living condition and financial hardship.

4. Poverty cycle: For lack of adequate living condition and the necessary criteria for growth, children living in cubicles fail to grow up properly. It is thus strenuous to upgrade their social class and results in poverty cycle finally.

Recommendations:
“United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child” applies in Hong Kong since 1994. Hong Kong government has the responsibility in the execution of the convention, establishment of policies and legislation of practical solutions, with an aim to protect the children’s rights. In the overview of this survey, however, it is demonstrated that the governmental policies and legislation fails to benefit the underprivileged to a maximum. In contrast, some 30,000 children still live in inadequate dwellings with hampered mental and physical growth amid the fully resourced society, revealing that children’s needs and rights are overlooked under housing policies and social services. Instead, two enormous problems namely housing and poverty, both of which are barriers to children’s growth, are confronted by children living in old urban areas. It is indispensable for the government to protect children’s rights of desirable living conditions and proper personal growth.

The government is urged to take the necessary steps with some recommendations below:

1. Priority in public housing application by applicants who have children


The Housing Department should carry out affirmative actions in the allocation of public housing by handling in priority applications of applicants who have children. The eligibility criteria for public housing application should be relaxed to avoid an even heavier financial burden and a collapse in children’s growth.

2. Introduction of Rent Allowance to families awaiting public housing


The Housing Department should introduce Rent Allowance to families who have children and who await public housing so as to immediately alleviate their living difficulties. They should also be allowed to choose from moving to public housing or receiving Rental Allowance in the allocation of public housing.

3. Withdrawal of CSSA reduction


The basic allowance and rent allowance under CSSA Scheme are reduced by 11.1% and 15.8% respectively by the Social Welfare Department since 1 June this year. Other allowances for children’s education and food are also decreased, altogether severely affected the basic life of children. In fact, such CSSA has been substantially decreased by 10 to 20% in 1999. The recent cut will further hinder their chance to escape from poverty. Special allowances such as eyeglasses allowance, dental allowance and social activities allowance should be introduced in place of the non-recommendable measure of CSSA reduction. 

4. Social life and living allowances for underprivileged children


Additional living allowance should be urgently provided by the government to children of low-income families in light of their missing opportunity to participate in cultural and recreational activities. Several foreign countries namely Sweden and the United States provide underprivileged children with a series of allowances such as study voucher and recreational voucher as well, which is an excellent model to Hong Kong to entitle underprivileged children to the social and studying life of what they deserved, including acquiring leisure books, learning an instrument or taking part in extra-curricular activities like swimming.

5. Inauguration of Children’s Ombudsman


Children’s Ombudsman should be inaugurated following the example of foreign countries like Sweden, the United States, Canada and Norway. The Children’s Ombudsman should be authorized to investigate and intervene in complaints of children’s rights interference, as well as to launch extensive civil education and promotional activities. He should also undertake supervision in compliance with the “United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child” and submit regular report to the United Nations on the latest progress of the children’s rights in Hong Kong.

6. Review and study on services in youth centres and other services exclusively for children in slum areas


Community services in old urban areas should be reviewed and supervised to ensure that social resources and services meet the requirements of children and that children in slum areas have equal opportunities for growth compared to other children.

7. Establishment of community learning centres for children in old urban areas


Short of space for study, activities and privacy in cubicles, community learning centers should be established in old urban areas to provide homework consultation services and conduct supplementary classes, language and computer courses. They should also act as study rooms as well as secured storage rooms for children living in cubicles. Schools could consider classrooms as study rooms after class so that children could have a desirable environment to study.

8. Strengthening building management to improve sanitation and public security


Rentals to several dwellers in most old urban areas provoke both security and sanitary problems, thus threatening the safety and health of children. Despite of that, some proprietors are either irresponsible or have financial burdens themselves that hold back the maintenance and management of buildings. Assistance should be actively given to proprietors who encounter difficulties in carrying out maintenance project. Besides, cleaning campaign should be held regularly. Present legislation should be reviewed to enhance building management and sanitary work to avoid children living in inadequate living environment.

9. Promotion of household installations donation campaign


In view of insufficient household installations in cubicles, the government and public organizations should organize with the general public a large-scaled but systematic donation campaign of old objects and household installations, such as televisions, refrigerators, electric fans and computers, such that the underprivileged can acquire what they are supposed to have for their proper growth.
Table 1 
Sex of Interviewees

	Sex
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	M
	41
	65.1
	65.1

	
	F
	22
	34.9
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 2
Age of Interviewees

	Age
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Below 6
	2
	4.8
	4.8

	
	6 to 11
	36
	55.5
	60.3

	
	12 to 18
	25
	39.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	
	Average
	10.67
	
	


Table 3
Academic Level of Interviewees

	Academic Level
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Kindergarten
	3
	4.8
	4.8

	
	P.1 to P.3
	23
	36.5
	41.3

	
	P.4 to P.6
	28
	44.4
	85.7

	
	F.1 to F.3
	8
	12.7
	98.4

	
	F.4 or above
	1
	1.6
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 4 
Relationship of Family Members living together with Interviewees 
	Relationship
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	Father
	40
	63.5

	Mother
	58
	92.1

	Grandmother
	1
	1.6

	Elder Brother
	8
	12.7

	Younger Brother
	19
	30.2

	Elder Sister
	8
	12.7

	Younger Sister
	9
	14.3


Table 5 
Age of Interviewees’ Father

	Age
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	31 to 40
	6
	15.0

	41 to 50
	16
	40.0

	51 to 60
	12
	30.0

	61 to 70
	4
	10.0

	71 to 80
	2
	5.0

	Total
	40
	100.0

	Average
	50
	


Table 6 
Education of Interviewees’ Father

	Education
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	Nil
	1
	2.5

	Kindergarten
	0
	0.0

	Primary School
	29
	72.5

	Secondary School
	7
	17.5

	Tertiary School
	2
	5.0

	University
	1
	2.5

	Total
	40
	100.0


Table 7 
Occupation of Interviewees’ Father

	Occupation
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	Catering Industry
	4
	10.0

	Security Guard
	4
	10.0

	Construction and Repair
	9
	22.5

	Transportation
	1
	2.5

	Cleaning
	1
	2.5

	Clothing Industry
	2
	5

	Others
	2
	7.5

	Unemployed
	11
	25.0

	Retired
	6
	15.0

	Total
	40
	100.0


Table 8 
Wages of Interviewees’ Father

	Wages
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	4,000 to 5,999
	6
	26.1

	6,000 to 7,999
	7
	30.4

	8,000 to 9,999
	4
	17.4

	10,000 to 11,999
	4
	17.4

	12,000 to 13,999
	2
	8.7

	Total
	23
	100.0


Table 9 
Age of Interviewees’ Mother

	Age
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	Below 30
	1
	1.7

	31 to 40
	32
	55.2

	41 to 50
	22
	37.9

	51 to 60
	3
	5.2

	Total
	58
	100.0

	Average
	41
	


Table 10

Education of Interviewees’ Mother

	Education
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	Nil
	0
	0.0

	Kindergarten
	1
	1.8

	Primary School
	35
	60.3

	Secondary School
	19
	32.8

	Tertiary School
	3
	5.1

	University
	0
	0.0

	Total
	58
	100.0


Table 11

Occupation of Interviewees’ Mother

	Occupation
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	Catering Industry
	7
	12.0

	Cleaning
	2
	3.5

	Clothing Industry
	2
	3.5

	Housewife
	47
	81.0

	Total
	58
	100.0


Table 12 

Wages of Interviewees’ Mother

	Wages
	No. of Person
	%

(of Total Interviewees)

	Below 2,000
	1
	9.1

	2,001 to 3,999
	0
	0.0

	4,000 to 5,999
	8
	72.7

	6,000 to 7,999
	2
	18.2

	Total
	11
	100.0


Table 13

Type of Living of Interviewees

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Cubicle
	27
	42.9
	42.9

	
	Bedspace Apartment
	2
	3.2
	46.0

	
	Flat
	24
	38.1
	84.1

	
	Cockloft
	10
	15.9
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 14

Self-Living Area of Interviewees

	        Self-Living Area/ Sq. Ft.
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Below 60
	23
	15.9
	36.5

	
	61 to 100
	34
	55.6
	92.1

	
	101 to 150
	3
	4.7
	96.8

	
	151 to 200
	1
	1.6
	98.4

	
	201 or Above
	1
	1.6
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	Average
	
	
	81.75
	

	Median 
	
	
	80
	


Table 15

Flat Area of Interviewees

	Sq. Ft.
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	100 or Below
	20
	31.7
	31.7

	
	101 to 400
	10
	15.9
	47.6

	
	401 to 800
	25
	39.8
	87.3

	
	801 or Above
	8
	12.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 16

Number of Family Members of Interviewees

	Number of Family Members
	No. of Person 
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	2
	13
	20.6
	20.6

	
	3
	25
	39.7
	60.3

	
	4
	23
	36.5
	96.8

	
	5
	2
	3.2
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	Average 
	3.2
	
	
	

	Median
	3
	
	
	


Table 17

Number of Dwelling Families in the Same Flat of Interviewees

	Number of Dwelling Families
	No. of Person 
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	1 to 5
	36
	57.1
	57.1

	
	6 to 10
	12
	19.1
	76.2

	
	11 to 15
	7
	11.2
	87.3

	
	16 to  20
	8
	12.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	
	Average
	7.14
	
	


Table 18

Number of Dwellers in the Same Flat of Interviewees

	Number of Dwellers
	No. of Person 
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	0 to 5
	26
	41.3
	41.3

	
	6 to 10
	8
	12.7
	54.0

	
	11 to 15
	11
	16.5
	71.5

	
	20 to 25
	10
	15.8
	87.3

	
	26 to 30
	1
	1.6
	88.9

	
	30 to 35
	0
	0.0
	88.9

	
	36 to 40
	7
	11.1
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 19

Number of Toilets in the Flats of Interviewees
	No. of Toilets
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	1
	53
	84.1
	84.1

	
	2
	7
	11.1
	95.2

	
	4
	1
	1.6
	96.8

	
	6
	1
	1.6
	98.4

	
	12
	1
	1.6
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 20

Condition of Shared Kitchen and Toilet
	Condition
	No. of Person
	

	
	Non-Flats
	39
	

	
	Flats
	24
	

	
	
	No. of Person with Shared Toilet
	No. of Person with Shared Kitchen

	Average
	15.69
	17.99

	Median
	15.00
	15.00

	Maximum Sharing Parties
	40.00
	40.00


Table 21

Number of Kitchens in the Flats of Interviewees
	No. of Kitchens
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	1
	58
	92.1
	92.1

	
	2
	3
	4.8
	98.4

	
	12
	2
	3.2
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 22

Average Living Density of Interviewees
	
	No. of Person
	Smallest Area
(Sq.Ft.)
	Largest Area

 (Sq.Ft.)
	Average Living Area
	Median Living Area
	Living Area of Families Classified as Overcrowded Families
(Sq.Ft.)

	Cubicles
	27
	10.0
	37.5
	19.5
	20.0
	50

	Bedspace Apartments
	2
	10.0
	35.0
	22.5
	22.5
	50

	Cocklofts
	10
	15.0
	75.0
	29.1
	24.1
	50

	Flats
	24
	15.0
	50.0
	33.8
	33.3
	50

	Non-Flats
(Cubicles, Bedspace Apartments, Cocklofts )
	39
	10.0
	75.0
	22.1
	20.0
	50


Table 23

Living Duration of Interviewees

	Living Duration
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Below 1 year
	1
	17.5
	17.5

	
	1 year to 2 years and 11 months
	28
	44.5
	61.9

	
	3 years to 4 years and 11 months
	13
	20.6
	82.5

	
	4 years to 6 years and 11 months
	3
	4.8
	87.3

	
	7 years to 8 years and 11 months
	4
	6.4
	93.7

	
	9 years to 10 years and 11 months
	2
	3.2
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	
	Average Living Duration
	34.46
	
	

	
	Median
	24
	
	


Table 24

Source of Family Income of Interviewees

	Source of  Income
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA)
	33
	52.4
	52.4

	
	Salary and Low Income Subsidy
	4
	6.3
	58.7

	
	Salary
	24
	38.1
	96.8

	
	Savings
	2
	3.2
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 25

Total Wages of Interviewees

	Total Wages ($)
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	1 to 5,000
	7
	25.0
	25.0

	
	5,001 to 10,000
	17
	60.7
	85.7

	
	10,001 to 15,000
	4
	14.3
	100.0

	
	Total
	28
	100.0
	


Table 26

Amount of CSSA Received by Interviewees

	Amount of CSSA ($)
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	2,001 to 4,000
	13
	35.1
	35.1

	
	4,001 to 6,000
	10
	27.1
	62.2

	
	6,001 to 8,000
	12
	32.4
	94.6

	
	Above 8,001
	2
	3.2
	100.0

	
	Total
	37
	100.0
	


Table 27

Total Family Income of Interviewees (Including Wages and CSSA)

	Total Income
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	0
	3
	4.8
	4.8

	
	1 to 4,000
	11
	17.4
	22.2

	
	4,001 to 8,000
	33
	52.4
	74.6

	
	8,001 to 12,000
	13
	20.6
	95.2

	
	12,001 to 14,000
	3
	4.8
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 28

Overall Economic Situation of Interviewees

	
	Total Wages
	Amount of CSSA
	Total Income

	Average
	7,922
	5,457
	6,726

	Median
	7,750
	5,400
	7,000

	Mode
	5,000
	8,000
	8,000


Table 29

Previous Living Place of Interviewees

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	China
	44
	69.8
	69.8

	
	Hong Kong
	19
	30.2
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 30

Previous Type of Living of Interviewees

	What is the Type of Living you lived in before?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Cubicles
	7
	11.1
	36.8
	36.8

	
	Flats
	3
	4.8
	15.8
	52.6

	
	Cocklofts
	5
	7.9
	26.3
	78.9

	
	Others
	4
	6.3
	21.1
	100.0

	
	Total
	19
	30.2
	100.0
	

	N/A
	In China
	44
	69.8
	
	

	Total
	63
	100.0
	
	


Table 31

Moving Record of Interviewees

	In the past 5 years, how many times have you and your family been moving from one place to another?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	0
	33
	52.4
	52.4

	
	1
	17
	27.0
	79.4

	
	2
	7
	11.1
	90.5

	
	3
	4
	6.3
	96.8

	
	4
	1
	1.6
	98.4

	
	6
	1
	1.6
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 32

Reason of Living in the Above Places

	Why did you move in here?                 No. of Person    Response Rate (%)

                                                                                            (of Cases)       

Obtain Single Permit from China                        38              60.3

Convenient to go to schools                                 13              20.6

Worsening Family Financial Situation                  5                7.9

Increase Number of Family Members                   3                4.8

No Idea, Parent’s Decision                                    8              12.7

Family is Living Here                                          17              27.0

Others:___________ (Please Specify)                 10              15.9

Total 

     

  
         94    

0 N/A;  63 Cases


Table 33

Impacts of Moving Around Often  (Many Choices Allowed)

	                                                                         No. of Person        Response Rate(%) 

                                                                                                      (of Cases)

Lose Contact with Friends                                           8               26.7

Have to Get Familiar to New Studying Environment  8               26.7

Have to Know a New Community

(e.g.: New Bus Route)                                                 7              23.3

Difficult to Rebuild Friendship with 

Old Friends or Neighbours                                          6               20.0

Worried of Losing Letters                                              5               16.7

Sense of Instability                                                     16               53.3

Worried that Friends or Neighbours Cannot 

Find Himself                                                                2                 6.7

Others：____________________ (Please Specify)    6               20.0

                                                                   Total        58         

33 N/A;  30 Cases


Table 34

Rejected Rental of Interviewees

	Did your Parents Got Rejected in Renting a Place because of Presence of Child in the Family?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	53
	84.1
	84.1

	
	Yes
	10
	15.9
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 35

Invitation of Friends Back Home of Interviewees

	Have you Invited your Classmates/Friends Back Home?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	37
	58.7
	58.7

	
	Yes
	26
	41.3
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 36


Why don’t you invite your classmates or friends back home?  

(Many Choices Allowed)

	                                                                             No. of Person    Response Rate(%) 

                                                                                                          (of Cases)

House is too small                                                           31                  83.8

Not permitted by parents/family                                     10                  27.0

House is too dirty                                                              4                  10.8

House is too noisy                                                             7                  18.9

Nothing to play                                                                10                  27.0

Worried of / received neighbors’ complaints                    3                    8.1

Proprietors / owners prohibit children come                    1                    2.7

Feeling embarrassed                                                          6                  16.2

Disliked by classmates                                                      5                  13.5

Others:_____________ (Please specify)                          2                    5.4

                                                                        Total         79       

26 N/A;  37 Cases

	


Table 37

Where do you play often?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Beds
	27
	42.9
	42.9

	
	Parks
	17
	27.0
	69.8

	
	Roof of Buildings
	2
	3.2
	73.0

	
	Libraries
	4
	6.3
	79.4

	
	Youth Centers
	2
	3.2
	82.5

	
	Others:_________ (Please specify)
	11
	17.5
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 38

Why do you come here to play? (Many Choices Allowed)

	








No. of Person      Response Rate(%) 

                                                                                                           (Of Cases)

House is too small to play                                                  39                61.9

Worried of / received neighbors’ complaints                       5                  7.9

It is bigger here                                                                  21                33.3

It is cooler here                                                                  21                33.3

No one bring me out                                                            6                  9.5

No idea of other places to play                                            9                14.3

Others:______________ (Please specify)                           8                 12.7   

                                                                          Total       109    

0 N/A;  63 Cases


Table 39

Where do you study/ finish your homework after school?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Beds
	39
	61.9
	61.9

	
	Libraries
	1
	1.6
	63.5

	
	Study Rooms
	4
	6.3
	69.8

	
	Dining Tables
	11
	17.5
	87.3

	
	Others:_________ (Please specify)
	8
	12.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 40

Why do you come here to study/ finish homework? 

(Many Choices Allowed)

	








      No. of Person    Response Rate(%) 

                                                                                                           (Of Cases)

House is too small to do anything                                    45                71.4

No need to bend down as on beds                                    13                20.6

House is too noisy to concentrate                                       3                  4.8

Neighbors are too noisy when they play                           3                  4.8

It is bigger here                                                                    8                12.7

It is cooler here                                                                    9                14.3

Others:_____ (Please specify)                                            11                17.5

                                                                             Total      92    

0 N/A;  63 Cases


Table 41

Where do you take your meals often?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Beds
	34
	54.0
	54.0

	
	Kitchens
	1
	1.6
	55.6

	
	Roof of Buildings
	1
	1.6
	57.1

	
	Dining Tables
	14
	22.2
	79.4

	
	Others
	13
	20.6
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 42

Why do you take your meals here?        (Many Choices Allowed)

	








No. of Person   Response Rate(%) 

                                                                                                           (Of Cases)

House is too small to take meals                                        48               76.2

It is bigger here                                                                   13               20.6

It is cooler here                                                                     3                 4.8

Others:______ (Please specify)                                            5                 7.9                                                                                                           0 N/A;  63 Cases                                        Total                  69    




Table 43

Do you sleep alone (have your own bed)?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	43
	68.3
	68.3

	
	Yes
	20
	31.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 44


Whom do you sleep with?
(Many Choices Allowed)

	                               No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                             (Of Cases)

Father                                             8           18.6

Mother                                           26          60.5

Brothers                                         11          25.6

Sisters                                             8           18.6

                                   Total        53       

21 N/A;  43 Cases


Average age of female interviewees sleeping with their father: 11   oldest: 12

Average age of male interviewees sleeping with their mother: 8   oldest: 12

Table 45

 Does any of the following happen when you sleep?


(Many Choices Allowed)

	                                              No. of Person       Response Rate (%) 

                                                                           (Of Cases)

Cannot sleep well in too small place   28            68.3

Catch disease infected by family members 

sleeping on the same bed                      5            12.2

Others:___________ (Please specify)  6            14.6

No problem at all                                  8             19.5                                                                         

                                          Total          47      

22 N/A;  41 Cases


Table 46

Does any of the following happen when you sleep?


(Many Choices Allowed)

	No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                                                           (Of Cases)
Cannot sleep well as neighbours or 

their pets are too noisy                                                      15               23.8

Cannot sleep well as the environment 

is too noisy                                                                        18               28.6

There are mice or cockroaches around                             17               27.0

There are flies or mosquitoes around                                20               31.7

Worry of strangers intruding home                                   13               20.6

Worry of fire                                                                       8               12.7

Others：_________ (Please Specify)                                 9              14.3

No problem at all                                                               17               27.0

                                                                         Total       117    

0 N/A;  63 Cases


Table 47

Do you feel sad some time?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	11
	17.5
	17.5

	
	Yes
	52
	82.5
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 48 

When you are sad, have you ever encountered difficulties in




finding a place to cry or calm yourself down?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	15
	28.8
	28.8

	
	Yes
	37
	71.2
	100.0

	
	Total
	52
	100.0
	

	Total
	63
	
	


Table 49

Where do you change your clothes often?
(Many Choices Allowed)

	                                  No. of Person         Response Rate(%) 

                                                            (Of Cases)
Bedrooms                                        37            58.7

Corridors                                          1              1.6

Toilets                                             27            42.9

Kitchens                                            6              9.5

Others:____ (Please Specify)           2             3.2

                              Total          73   

0 N/A;  63 Cases


Table 50

Are you worried of the following when you change your clothes?  
(Many Choices Allowed)

	                                               No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                      (Of Cases)
Worried to be peeped by strangers    9                14.3

Worried of violation by strangers      3                  4.8

Worried to be peeped by neighbours 5                  7.9

Worried of violation by neighbours   2                  3.2

Worried and embarrassed 

to be watched by others                    22               34.9

No problem at all                              35               55.6

                                 Total               76      

0 N/A;  63 Cases


Table 51

Do you often stay at home?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	21
	33.3
	33.3

	
	Yes
	42
	66.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 52 

Do you wish to stay at home often?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	43
	68.3
	68.3

	
	Yes
	20
	31.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 53

Why don’t you like to stay at home?  (Many Choices Allowed)

	                                           No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                   (Of Cases)
Too crowded at home                     33           76.7

Too many people at home                6           14.0

Too hot at home                              21           48.8

Not hygienic at home                       1             2.3

Unsafe at home                                8           18.6

Others:___ (Please Specify)                      10           23.3

                                       Total        79    

20 N/A;  43 Cases


Table 54

Where will you go when you do not like to stay at home?    




(Many Choices Allowed)

	No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                              (Of Cases)
Study rooms                             2                 4.7

Cybercafes                                1                 2.3

Libraries                                  16               37.2

Parks                                        20               46.5

Youth Centres                         10               23.3

Others:_ _ (Please Specify)    13               30.2

                                Total        62    

20 N/A;  43 Cases


Table 55

Does the following happen when you are at home?


	                                                       No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                               (Of Cases)
Worried of sexual violation 

in the building                                          13            31.0

Worried of being beaten up 

by neighbours or others                            24            57.1

Worried of robbery                                   23            54.8

Worried of molestation                             16            38.1

Worried of security problems due to 

the presence of drug addicts                    29            69.0

                                                Total       105   

21 N/A;  42 Cases


Table 56

Do you have a phone at home?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	24
	38.1
	38.1

	
	Yes
	39
	61.9
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 57

Do you have a public phone at home?
 






(Not applicable to interviewees who live in flats)


	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	13
	33.3
	33.3

	
	Yes
	26
	66.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	39
	100.0
	

	N/A
	99
	24
	
	

	Total
	63
	
	


Table 58

Do you keep contact with your classmates or friends by phone?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	9
	14.3
	14.3

	
	Yes
	54
	85.7
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 59

Does any of the following happen when you talk with your




classmates or friends by phone?
	








No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                                                           (Of Cases)
Cannot use long due to queues                                          13              59.1

Too many people at home

and probable presence of eavesdroppers                            14              63.6

Neighbours or proprietors prohibit phone use                      5              22.7

Worried to be heard by neighbours                                     11             50.0

                                                                         Total           43   

41 N/A;  22 Cases


Table 60

Do you have spaces to store your personal belongings?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	No
	35
	55.6
	55.6

	
	Yes
	28
	44.4
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 61

Do you have the following household installations at home?


	
	
	No. of Person
	%

	TV
	Yes
	61
	96.8

	
	No
	2
	3.2

	
	Total
	63
	100.0

	Computer
	Yes
	19
	30.2

	
	No
	44
	69.8

	
	Total
	63
	100.0

	Bureau
	Yes
	18
	28.6

	
	No
	45
	71.4

	
	Total
	63
	100.0

	Refrigerator
	Yes
	53
	84.1

	
	No
	10
	15.9

	
	Total
	63
	100.0


Table 62

Where do you get the above household installations?

	
	
	No. of Person
	%
	%

	TV
	Donated by others
	14
	22.2
	23.0

	
	Self-purchased
	47
	74.6
	77.0

	
	Total
	61
	96.8
	100.0

	
	N/A
	2
	3.2
	

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Computer
	Donated by others
	9
	14.3
	47.4

	
	Self-purchased
	10
	15.9
	52.6

	
	Total
	19
	30.2
	100.0

	
	N/A
	44
	69.8
	

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Bureau
	Donated by others
	4
	6.3
	22.2

	
	Self-Purchased
	14
	22.2
	77.8

	
	Total
	18
	28.6
	100.0

	
	N/A
	45
	71.4
	

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Refrigerator
	Donated by others
	22
	34.9
	41.5

	
	Self-Purchased
	31
	49.2
	58.5

	
	Total
	53
	84.1
	100.0

	
	N/A
	10
	15.9
	

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 63

Why your home does not have one of the above household




installations? 

	No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                                                         (Of Cases)
No money                                                                            34              57.6

No space for installation                                                     45              76.3

No auxiliary facilities (e.g.: Cables, Power Supply)           17              28.8

Others:________ (Please Specify)                                                  2                3.4

                                                                        Total            98    

4 N/A;  59 Cases


Table 64

Where do you watch TV often?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	On beds
	48
	77.4
	77.4

	
	Neighbours’ home
	1
	1.6
	79.0

	
	Others:________
	13
	21.0
	100.0

	
	Total
	62
	100.0
	

	N/A
	99
	1
	
	

	Total
	63
	
	


Table 65

Do you wish to have the above installations that you do not have?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Yes
	56
	94.9
	94.9

	
	No
	3
	5.1
	100.0

	
	Total
	59
	100.0
	

	N/A
	99
	4
	
	

	Total
	63
	
	


Table 66

How would you describe your present living environment?
	                                       No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                         (Of Cases)
Too crowded                           46                         73.0

Too many people                    21                         33.3

Unsafe                                     11                         17.5

No privacy                              23                         36.5

Shabby                                    15                         23.8

Disgusting                               14                         22.2

Others:__ (Please Specify)     10                         15.9                                                                

                                Total       140    

0 N/A;  63 Cases


Table 67

Do you feel satisfactory about your present living environment? P



Please give a rating.
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	0
	11
	17.5
	17.5

	
	1
	3
	4.8
	22.2

	
	2
	5
	7.9
	30.2

	
	3
	12
	19.0
	49.2

	
	4
	5
	7.9
	57.1

	
	5
	14
	22.2
	79.4

	
	6
	5
	7.9
	87.3

	
	7
	2
	3.2
	90.5

	
	8
	4
	6.3
	96.8

	
	9
	2
	3.2
	100.0

	
	10
	0
	0.0
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	

	Average Rating of Interviewees
	3.70
	
	Median
	4.00

	Average Rating of non-flat dwellers
	3.67
	
	Median
	3.00

	Average Rating of flat dwellers
	3.75
	
	Median
	4.00

	Average Rating of present flat dwellers who live in cubicles before
	5.75
	
	Median
	5.00

	Average Rating of cubicle dwellers
	3.81
	
	Median
	3.00


Table 68

When your family has been started to apply for public housing?

	
	No. of Person
	%
	Valid %
	Accumulated %

	
	1996
	1
	1.6
	1.8
	1.8

	
	1997
	2
	3.2
	3.6
	5.4

	
	1998
	4
	6.3
	7.1
	12.5

	
	1999
	11
	17.5
	19.6
	32.1

	
	2000
	18
	28.6
	32.1
	64.3

	
	2001
	11
	17.5
	19.6
	83.9

	
	2002
	7
	11.1
	12.5
	96.4

	
	2003
	2
	3.2
	3.6
	100.0

	
	Total
	56
	88.9
	100.0
	

	N/A
	No application
	7
	11.1
	
	

	Total
	63
	100.0
	
	


Table 69

Do you wish to be allocated to public housing nearby if you got 




such chance?
	
	No. of Person
	%
	Accumulated %

	
	Yes
	56
	88.9
	88.9

	
	No
	7
	11.1
	100.0

	
	Total
	63
	100.0
	


Table 70
         


Why do you like to be allocated to the public housing nearby?
 (Many Choices Allowed)
	                                                   No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                           (Of Cases)
Close to Schools                                 47              83.9

Convenient/

Lower Transportation Costs               25              44.6

Many friends or neighbours around   22              39.3

Save costs for changing schools         29              51.8

Worried of not familiar to 

new territories                                     23              41.1

Others:___________ (Please Specify)            5                8.9

                                          Total        151   

7 N/A;  56 Cases


Table 71

What is your expectations to an ideal living environment?




(Many Choices Allowed)
	                                               No. of Person       Response Rate(%) 

                                                                       (Of Cases)
Have independent room                   61            96.8

Have independent kitchen                50            79.4

Have independent toilet                    54            85.7

Have independent sitting/dining room        44            69.8

Have own telephone                          46            73.0

Have own TV                                    44            69.8

Have own computer                          49            77.8

Close to libraries                               41            65.1

Have lift                                            44            69.8

Others:__________ (Please Specify)            6              9.5

                                         Total       439   

0 N/A;  63 Cases


Table 72

Sex of Interviewees who are afraid of being beaten up by




neighbors or anyone else 

	
	Afraid of being beat up by neighbors or anyone else
	Total

	
	No
	Yes
	

	Sex
	M
	29  (74.4%)
	12 (50.0%)
	41

	
	F
	10  (25.6%)
	12 (50.0%)
	22

	Total
	39 (100.0%)
	24 (100.0%)
	63


Pearson Chi-Square value = 3.879      df=1       p<0.05

Table 73

Sex of Interviewees worrying about Molestation

	
	Worrying about Molestation
	Total

	
	No
	Yes
	

	Sex
	M
	37 (78.7%)
	4   (25.0%)
	41

	
	F
	10 (11.3%)
	12 (75.0%)
	22

	Total
	47 (100.0%)
	16 (100.0%)
	63


Pearson Chi-Square value = 15.159       df=1     p<0.01
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