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EEBKERY
The Medical Council of Hong Kong

144 S it 7
Ensuring Justice Maintaining Professionalism Protecting the Public
STHEA L it ;2243 3375
Your Ref. Tel. No.
kg MC 17/411
Our Ref. 9 September 2026

Ms YIP :

Dear Ms YIP,

I refer to your complaint against Dr CHEUNG Hoi Ching, Dr LEE Hui Ling
Helena and Dr TSE Kai Yeung.

As background information, may I explain that the Medical Council of Hong
Kong (“the Council”) is empowered by law to deal with complaints against registered
medical practitioners touching on matters of “professional misconduct”. — Any
professional behaviour / practice falling short of the standards expected of a registered
medical practitioner may be regarded as misconduct in a professional respect. This
includes, but is not limited to, anything which will be reasonably regarded as disgraceful,
unethical or dishonourable by his professional colleagues of good repute and competency.
It is for the Council to judge whether a medical practitioner has fallen short of the
standards expected amongst doctors in the given circumstances and whether the falling
short of standards would amount to misconduct in a professional respect.

As stated in our previous correspondence with you, before the conduct of the
scheduled inquiry, the former expert of the Secretary indicated that he could no longer
serve as the experl witness in the inquiry. ~As a result, the Secretary had to invite a new
expert to offer expert opinions on this case. ~After reviewing the new expert report, it
was considered that there was further information produced suggesting that an inquiry
should not be held. An application was made to refer the case back to the Preliminary
Investigation Committee (“PIC™) for further consideration under section 15(1) of the
Medical Practitioners (Registration and Disciplinary Procedure) Regulation, Cap. 161E,
Laws of Hong Kong. The application for referral back to the PIC was approved by the
Chairperson of the Inquiry Panel of the Council.
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Against the above background, the case was further considered by the PIC.
Having carefully considered all the information presented, including your complaint letter,
relevant medical records of the patient, written explanations of the solicitors on behalf of
Dr CHEUNG, Dr LEE and Dr TSE, additional information submitted by you and the
opinions from experts assisted the PIC (“the Experts™), the PIC noted that:

(i) The Experts indicated that this was a very complicated case of maternal
death with atypical presentations. The direct cause of the patient’s death,
as stated in the Autopsy report, was disseminated intravascular coagulation,
with postpartum haemorrhage due to uterine atony serving as the intervening
antecedent cause.  Retained placental fragments in the uterus and
pre-eclampsia were other significant conditions contributing to the death but
not related to the disease or condition causing it. Retained placental
fragments is a known risk factor for uterine atony, while pre-eclampsia is a
known risk factor for disseminated intravascular coagulation.

(i) A 5x5x2cm placental tissue was missed in the examination of the placental
after controlled cord traction for delivery performed by Dr TSE, as
confirmed in the histopathological examination of the placenta and the
hysterectomy specimen.  The experts pointed out that naked eye
examinations of the placenta, which is an acceptable method of examination
following delivery, have limited accuracy particularly when blood and blood
clots are present after delivery. The defect was at the placental edge in the
lower uterine segment. This sort of retained placental tissue is notoriously
difficult to be detected by ultrasound, which was performed twice in this
case, due to the masking effect of intrauterine blood clots after delivery.

(i) The Experts considered that under the circumstances at the material time, a
reasonable doctor may miss the part of the placenta retained inside the
uterine cavity during inspection. It should be noted that, according to the
medical records, Dr TSE performed a controlled cord traction to deliver the
placenta and the placenta was checked to be complete at that time. The
experts also highlighted that retained placental issue is a known
complication after deliveries, mainly vaginal deliveries. The incidence of
retained placenta varies from 2.6% to 6.4% among all cases with primary
postpartum haemorrhage in Obstetrics Units under the Hospital Authority
from 2015 to 2024.

(iv) The Experts concluded that Dr CHEUNG, Dr LEE and Dr TSE had provided
reasonable level of medical care in the management of the patient and that
the team had done what they could do to salvage the patient. Unfortunately,
the clinical presentation was not straight forward and the deterioration of the
patient’s condition was unexpectedly rapid.



After deliberation, the PIC accepted the opinions of the experts and
considered that there was insufficient evidence to show a reasonable prospect of
Dr CHEUNG, Dr LEE and Dr TSE being found guilty of misconduct in a professional
respect. It was decided that the case should not be pursued further and no inquiry was to
be held.

I have been directed to advise you that the Council’s action had been
concluded. The Council’s decision however does not preclude you from pursuing other
remedies that you may have.

Thank you for bringing the matter to our attention.

Yours sincerely,

A

( Joe CHEUNG )
for Secretary
The Medical Council of Hong Kong



